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Not far off Highway 30, about 25
miles west of Cedar Rapids, on the
road to Marshalltown, a small
granite tombstone tells the once
glorious hopes of a group of Holy
Cross Fathers who journeyed west
by ox cart from the now famous
Notre Dame University to found a
religious institution in Iowa.

But history and people’s ambi-
tions play fununy tricks, In the Ben-
ton County town of Keystone, lowa,
in the Archdiocese of Dubugue,
where there was once a flourishing
Catholic ccmmunity, today stands
only a recently refurbished ceme-
tery gate, four cement blocks show-
ing the.outline of where the church
ouce stood and row aftsr row of
weather-beaten tombstones that
carry the history of the Murphys,
Mulligans, Muldoons and O’Briens
that migrated from counties Kerry,
Kilkenny and Tipperary to central
Iowa's fertile plains only to have
their descendants move on to the
proverbial greenev pastures.

Civil War Days

Bus the story goes hack to Civil
War days when Francis Murphy,
whose two sons were enrolled at
Notre Dame, deeded two sections
of land to Notre Dame University
in psyment for their tuition. This
was back in January 1863.

Three years later the provincial
of the Holy Cross Fathers sent the
Bev. Paul E. Gillin, together with
Brothers Matthew, Cesaire and Al
oysius, to take possession of the ra-
eently acquired land,

Soms pioneers like to think
that Keystone was destined to be-
gome the site of the now grea}
Indiana University hut records
show that MNetre Dame at the

time Father Paul reached Key-

stone was already a flourishing

institution of learning.

And this is not mere guesswork|
because Brother Aloysius, a whiz at
keeping records, had at his early
age (he was less than 25) been as-|
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Cross Falhers’ establishments in
Ohio and Michigan.

Brought Noire Dame Records
So complete were his records

that when the Brother was as
signed to Keystone he brought
along his “journal and day book.”
Portions of his bookkeeping from
the three Holy Cross foundations
mentioned above are still in the

parish, Van Horne.
The financial records of Notre
Dame University from January

signed to bookkeeping tasks not!
only in Indiana bhut at the Holy,

11883 to April

1864 are mingled

archives of Immaculate Conception!

with Father Paul’s baptismal ae-
tivity in the early days of the Key-
stone mission.

Brother Aloysiug recorded such
sundry items as $61:75 spent for
butter in the month of March, 1864,
for tbe University. The amount
spent at Notre Dame for cheese in
fhe same month totaled $40.00
even,

College professors apparently
weren’t so convention minded in|
the early days. For at a time when|
conventions normally ran

heavy!
Brother Alowsius dispensed only

twon and Holy Cross Houses in

io and Michigan. The entries were not made
ily as can bs s2en from the elaborate and un-

$23.41 for such expenses. 4nd, too,
INotre Dame couldn’t have heen so
lexpansion minded back 93 vears
ago hecause during Februsry of
1863 Brother Aloysius paid out
only $1.25 for carpenter work.
Benten County took on new
Juster, religious-wise, when the
indomitable Father Paul arrived.
From the first instance of his
stay in lowas he had assistants
which freed him to fravel the
prairies to announce the “glad
tidings” to ever increasing num-
bers of immigrants,

Cross Cemetery near I eystone.
year-old Brother, who held ma

A small granite marker reading “Brother Aloysius C.8.C. (Ed-
ward Barnes) Notre Dame, indiana, Cct. 28, 1843—July 25, 1849~
fells the story of this Holy Cross Brother, buried in the Holy

The cause of death for the 26-
ny responsible positions in his

Order, is not recorded in the parish annals.

A surviving pioneer, Mrs, Agnes
Green, now living in Van Horne,
tells how Father Paul journeyed
East to encourage Irish immigrants
to make their home in mid-Towa.
A glance at the baptismal record
and Brother Aloysius’ parish finan-
cial history tells of Father Paul’s
success in bringing the Irish to the
Keystone area.

The first baptism recorded in
Keystone’s Holy Cross parish is
July 16, 1866: *“Patrick, son of
Michael Dunn and Elizabeth Con-
ners.”

The first marriage performed by
Father Paul was Michael Kelly and
Bridget Ryan. And wouldn’t you
know, il was witnessed by John
Callahan and Mary Ann Kelly.

Since Father Paul had clerical’
sssistants he, with his unbounded
energy, was free to travel about in
the lovely Towa fall weather and
long lasting spring and summer in
search of Catholics who needed
ministrations.

Visited Indian Territory

And from the records there were
plenty of them. Like Iowa’s pio-
neer bishop, Matthias Loras, he
made long trips—even into Indian
territory — in search of converts

s

and those desiring baptism,

Holy Cross records show that
Father Paul made not only one but
several trips to such distant points
as Lansing (and Waterville, which
is in the Lansing deanery), Austin,
Rochester and Brownsville, all in

Minnesota, and “Shakopee” in the

isame state.

Parishes in the Archdioccese of
Dubuque that benefifed from
Father Paul's itinerani services
include Ananosa, Waverly (he
baptized five there on his fivst
trip), Cresco, Forest City, Vinton,
Belle Plaine and Dysarl, Some-
times, anticipating the strenuous
work, he took along his assistant,
Father Ford, C.8.C.

Father Paul was a familiar fig:
ure nof only in Benton County but
in northeastern Iowa, Pioneers like
ito tell the story of how he would
ride into town on his horse “Sars-
field” and announce that Mass
would be said on the morrow at
the Burke’s or Regan’s.

Good Business Man

But besides being a genuine spit-
itual father, the Holy Cross priest
was a good business man, a traif
he probably learned from his asso-
ciation with Brother Aloysius. He
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