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Today’s first reading speaks to a theme many of us can relate to - the 

silence of God. Habakkuk was a prophet who lived about 600 years before 

the birth of Jesus. It was a time of great turmoil for the people of Israel. 

The Kingdom of Babylon was attacking the city of Jerusalem and taking 

many of its people into exile. It was a time of war, of famine, and of great 

suffering. In the midst of all this violence, Habakkuk does what many of us 

would also do. He asks why God doesn’t seem to be listening to him. He 

asks why God is silent.  

 

Many of us might be able to relate to this. There have been times 

when we or our loved ones were sick and we wondered where God was. We 

might have been struggling through the loss of a job or other financial 

hardship and wondered whether God even cared. Just when we needed God 

the most, it seemed as though He was farther away from us than ever.  

 

Many of us may have had this experience in the past and many of us 

may be suffering through this right now. Where is God? Why won’t He 

listen? Does He even care? 

 

How can God remain silent in the midst of so much suffering? It is a 

question we will never fully understand. One way to think about it is that 

God’s silence means that He is hard at work. When we’re working on a 

difficult project, we are usually so focused on getting it done that we stop 

talking. We need to concentrate so that we get it right. In a somewhat 

similar way, when things are most difficult, God is silently at work setting 

things right. We might not see it right away. But we can trust that, when 

the time is right, it will be revealed.  
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Saint Padre Pio has another way to help us understand why God’s 

work doesn’t always make sense to us. When he was a little boy, he used to 

watch his mother doing needlepoint. All he could see was the bottom of the 

fabric that she was working on. To him, it just seemed like a bunch of loose 

threads and knots. He asked his mother why she was making such a mess 

of her needlework. She stopped and flipped the fabric over to show him the 

design that she was working on. Then it made sense to him. In the same 

way, Saint Padre Pio says, from our perspective, God’s work seems chaotic 

and unorganized. But He is working on a beautiful design that will one day 

be revealed to us. It will make sense of everything that we are going 

through in this life.  

 

At the end of today’s first reading, God does finally answer Habakkuk: 

“For the vision still has its time, presses on to fulfillment, and will not 

disappoint; if it delays, wait for it, it will surely come, it will not be late.” So, 

God asks us to wait patiently when we are suffering. He asks us to believe 

that He hears us and that He cares. He will not abandon us. We simply need 

to keep going forward in trust that He has everything under control. When 

the time is right - and only then - it will all come together.  

 

Another person who experienced the silence of God in His suffering 

was Jesus. During His agony in the garden of Gethsemane, He asked God to 

take His cup of suffering away. Even through His tears and while He was 

sweating blood, He prayed, “Not my will but your will be done.” While nailed 

to a cross, Jesus cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

Even through His unspeakable agony, He entrusted His spirit to God. Jesus 

Himself knew what it was like to be in pain and to feel abandoned by God. 

But He gave Himself over with full trust in the love and goodness of His 

Father.  
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So, when we are suffering, we can always turn to Jesus. He 

understands what we are going through. He knows what it is to be in pain 

and to be abandoned. Whenever we suffer, it is an invitation to join 

ourselves to the cross of Jesus. He can teach us how to endure it with trust 

in God’s love for us. He can strengthen us and see us through it. If we 

endure it with love as He did, then we can rest assured that there will be 

joy and peace for us on the other side.  

 

That brings us to today’s second reading from Paul’s second letter to 

Timothy. He writes, “...God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather 

of power and love and self-control.” And then, “...bear your share of 

hardship for the gospel with the strength that comes from God.” Saint Paul 

is another person who was no stranger to suffering. In fact, at the time that 

he wrote this letter, he was in prison. But he urges Timothy - and us - to 

persevere, despite whatever obstacles may be in our way - to live our faith 

courageously.  

 

As Christians, we don’t seek suffering, but we also do not avoid it. 

Sometimes we will suffer because we are standing up for what is right. 

Sometimes we will be persecuted because we are defending the rights of 

the most vulnerable members of society. Sometimes we will be ridiculed 

and rejected because we are standing up for the truth of marriage and 

family life. If we give in to fear, who will speak up for all the voiceless 

members of our society? How will our world ever be converted to Jesus 

Christ, if we are too afraid to proclaim the gospel? If God seems silent 

today, it could be that too many of us have allowed our fears to keep us 

from showing His love to others. Our society needs a courageous witness to 
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the truth today more than ever. We can do it only with the strength that 

comes from Christ.  

 

It is a simple matter of choosing faith over fear. Jesus promises that 

all things are possible for the person who has faith. We received that faith 

in baptism and it was “stirred into a flame” in our souls at our confirmation. 

It is renewed in us every time we read the Bible and strengthened in us 

every time we receive the Eucharist. The more we rely on it, the stronger it 

grows within us. Relying on that faith, we can give voice to God’s great love 

for those who suffer and His mighty power to save. 


