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GIVE GOD A CALL TODAY 
29th Sunday in OT:  October 16, 2022 

Deacon Robb Pailthorpe 
 

 A couple of weeks ago, I received a call from a number I didn’t 

recognize so, like most of us, I ignored it.  Probably a political 

fundraising call or someone looking to extend my car warranty.  No 

voicemail was left so I figured my assumption of a sales call was right.  

The next day, just about the same time, here comes that same number 

from some town in Illinois I couldn’t even pronounce… “have to block 

this number” I told myself.  About five minutes later, I get a voicemail 

alert… listening to the message, I recognized the voice immediately.  It 

was Sherry Thompson… a dear Navy shipmate of mine from way back in 

1986.  Sherry and I have maintained a friendship these 36 years, mostly 

through Christmas cards and letters.  It seems, last year, Sherry moved 

and our cards crossed… she never received mine and as she started to 

think about cards for this year, she wondered if something had 

happened to me – after all, I’m not getting any younger!  I called Sherry 
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back and we caught up and I thought about our call when I read our 

Gospel for today which really revolves around prayer.   

 What if I had never called Sherry back?  Would she have assumed 

I was dead or moved or would she wait, hoping for a card this year?  

What if you had a close, best friend and ignored their text messages, 

Snapchat or Instagram posts?  What would they think?  Would they 

assume you were mad, that they did something to offend you?  What if 

you didn’t talk to your spouse, boyfriend or girlfriend?  What kind of 

relationship would that be if you weren’t talking to each other?  Could 

you even call it a relationship or a marriage? 

 Prayer is communication between us and the Almighty… prayer 

happens between living beings!  It is the glue, the rope, the Velcro that 

binds us to our faith.  Prayer is the fertilizer and water that makes our 

love of God grow and flourish.  However, like unanswered texts or 

unreturned calls, when we muddle through prayer, our “prayer life,” 

and our friendship, our relationship with Christ suffers for it. 



3 | P a g e  
 

 The woman in our Gospel from St. Luke gives us one example of 

how we are to pray… with persistence.  Over and over and over we see 

Jesus praying at almost every turn.  His disciples reach out to him 

asking, “Teach us how to pray.”  Other scripture examples:  “Whatever 

you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it and it will be yours.”  

(Mark 11:24)  “Whatever we ask, we receive from him.”  (1 John 3:22)  

“Ask whatever you wish and it will be done for you.”  (John 15:7)  “If 

you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.”  (John 14: 14)  This Mass 

if filled with prayers and is in of itself a prayer.  If prayer, a friendly 

conversation, is so important, why do we sometimes struggle with it so 

strongly?   

 Are we asking for the wrong things?  We can’t just pray for 

whatever we want and tack on a “in Jesus’ name.  Amen.”  We have to 

take into account God’s will for us.  Yes, we may really want that 

promotion but God knows there someone else who needs it more so 

the answer will be “no, not yet or here’s something else.”  Our prayer 
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needs to include knowledge of God’s will for us.  Even Jesus prayed, 

“Not my will, but yours….” 

 Are we asking for the wrong reasons?  St. James tells us “When 

you ask, you do not receive because you ask with the wrong motives.”  

(James 4:3).  Is my request selfish or self-serving… am I trying to test 

God with an outlandish want?  We must examine the “why” behind the 

things we ask for. 

 Is there sin in my life?  Yes, Christ listens to sinners – that’s all of 

us – but sin can also be a roadblock, a speedbump in our friendship.  

When someone has hurt you and not apologized, how likely are you to 

embrace them?  When we attend the Sacrament of Reconciliation, we 

clear a path in our hearts for grace to enter. 

 Do I have enough faith?  Do I really believe?  “If you have faith 

and do not doubt, say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into 

the sea,’ and it will happen.”  (Matthew 21:21)  When we pray for 

things do we hope they will happen or do we pray with conviction that 

they will happen?  With all the beautiful miracles in scripture, why 
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would we even doubt or question?  Such faith is scary yet we must 

embrace it. 

 Are we listening?  God doesn’t usually hit us between the eyes 

with a two by four!  His voice if often still, small and quiet.  Are we 

finding silent time to listen?  Are we being watchful?  Our lives are 

hectic, always on the go, go, go.  We must find time to slow down and 

listen… turn off the car radio and listen… talk a walk down a country 

road and listen… find a private spot at work or home and listen.  

Sometimes we are so busy with our lives that we don’t even see when 

God grants a prayer request!  When we do see a blessing, we should 

respond gratefully and thankfully.  You know, it’s really quite beautiful… 

we pray, we watch, we listen, we give thanks, and, in turn, our faith, 

our belief in God and the power of prayer is magnified while our doubt 

evaporates… good reasons to pray more!  “Blessed are those who have 

not seen yet believe.”  (John 20:29) 

 Are we praying without ceasing?  Do we always expect a “one and 

done” prayer request?  Have we prayed about our problems as much as 
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we’ve talked to friends about them?  Have we given God time to 

respond or have thrown up our hands saying, “There is no God or 

prayers are waste… I’ll do it myself.”   

 To recap… are we praying for the right things and for the right 

reasons?  Are we doing our best to avoid sin and do we believe, really 

believe that God does answer our requests?  Are we listening and 

patiently waiting for a response?  Are we finding quality time to slow 

down and talk with God?  When the answer is “no” are we accepting of 

God’s will? 

 Christ really does want to hear from us.  What our troubles are, 

what we are fearful of, from what we seek forgiveness, what weighs 

upon our hearts and souls.  He wants to share in our accomplishments, 

our triumphs, our joys and what made us happy today.  He is pleased to 

hear us pray for the wellbeing of others and ourselves.  Jesus is the 

friend who is always there, always with us, during the highs and lows, 

listening, waiting, supporting and loving us.  Why not give him a call 

tonight/today… you don’t even need a phone. 


