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When we are with people, we generally try to put our best foot 

forward, especially if they are people we want to impress. We do everything 

we can to show our best qualities and hide our bad ones. To avoid offending 

them, we tip-toe around sensitive personal issues and just stick to small 

talk. We want to leave people with the impression that we are nice and 

friendly so that they will like us. So, we are always cautious about what we 

say and how we act around them.  

 

Sometimes this attitude can creep into our relationship with God. We 

only want to show Him our good qualities and try to mask our bad ones. 

When we pray, we push aside any thoughts or feelings that we think God 

wouldn’t accept. So, we recite prayers without paying much attention to 

what they really mean or we avoid praying all together when we just aren’t 

feeling our best. We are cautious around God, tip-toeing around issues that 

are sensitive to us, and suppressing feelings that we think He wouldn’t 

approve of.  

 

This seems to be what’s going on with the Pharisee in Jesus’ parable. 

He sincerely loves God and wants to make a good impression on Him. So, 

he tells God about what a holy person he is and all the good that he is 

doing. And, if everything he says is true, then he probably really is a good 

and generous person.  

 

Where does he go wrong? To this Pharisee, God is someone who only 

loves those who do good. He sees God’s love as something that has to be 

earned, not something that He gives freely to the good and the bad alike. 

The Pharisee believes that He is loved more by God because he is such a 
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good person. That is why he can look down his nose at the tax collector, 

and anyone else who doesn’t do all the good things he does.  

 

But the God whom Jesus Christ reveals is very different. He is a 

merciful Father who loves us unconditionally. There is nothing we can do to 

make God love us more, and nothing we can do to make God love us less. 

He has as much love for sinners as He does for saints. We do not have to 

impress Him or do good works so that He will take notice of us. We already 

have His full attention. He hears each of us whenever we call to Him, no 

matter how sinful we may be. In fact, the needier we are, the more anxious 

He is to reach out to us and bring us to a place of refreshment and peace. 

Unfortunately, the Pharisee was too busy showing off how good he was to 

be able to understand this.  

 

We see something very different in the case of the tax collector. Tax 

collectors were considered the greatest sinners because they worked with 

the Romans to take advantage of the poor and powerless people of Israel. 

There was no one the Jews of Jesus’ day hated more than a tax collector. 

And yet, the tax collector in Jesus’ parable does not try to impress God. He 

does not make excuses for himself. He knows that he is a sinner, and he is 

willing to confess that fully and honestly to God. Because He brought his 

true self to God - warts and all - God was pleased with him.  

 

We all have broken, hurting hearts filled with fear and anger, 

bitterness and pain. Most of us try to hide our brokenness from others, but 

we cannot hide it from God. He sees it and He loves us all the more because 

of it. God is not scared off by our pain and weakness. Instead, He wants us 

to reveal it all to Him and let Him step in to heal us. If we want to impress 
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God, it won’t be by reciting a list of all the good things we’ve done. Rather, 

it will be by confessing to Him our sinfulness, admitting that we’ve made a 

mess of our lives, and welcoming Him into our hearts to start setting things 

right.  

 

What would that look like? It might mean admitting to God that we 

are angry with Him because it seems like He abandoned us when we 

needed Him most. It might mean telling God how jealous we are of other 

people who have more than we do. It might mean confessing that we like 

our sins and have no intention of giving them up. It might even mean 

telling God that we don’t really believe that He hears us. If that is what is 

on your heart, tell God about it. He can take it. And the truth is He knows 

you better than you know yourself. He knows your hidden thoughts and 

motivations. But He loves you anyway.  

 

Great things happen when we take off our masks and bring our true 

selves to God. When we discover that we don’t have to earn God’s love, we 

can reveal more and more of our hurting hearts to Him. As we discover just 

how messy and broken we are, we become less judgmental of others. 

Rather than looking down on those who are struggling, we realize that they 

are no different than we are, because we are struggling too. We find it 

easier to forgive, because we know that we have hurt others too. As we 

experience God’s mercy more and more in our lives, we begin to share that 

mercy freely with others.  
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At this Mass, we celebrate Jesus Christ, who took on our human 

weakness and suffering so that He could reveal to us a God of unconditional 

love and tireless mercy. At this table, His Body will be broken in the form of 

bread just as it was broken on the cross, so that God’s love can enter into 

us and heal us. Nourished by God’s merciful love, we must go out and share 

it with others. 


