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Pope Saint John Paul II had a great love for the Eucharist. During his 

many travels to different countries, he always made time for prayer before 

the Blessed Sacrament. Often, he would get so lost in adoration of our Lord, 

that he would be late for whatever event was on his schedule that day. That 

was because, as important a man as he was and as significant as the work 

he was doing was, he knew that he was nothing without the Eucharist. He 

credited everything to Jesus Christ and His presence in the Blessed 

Sacrament. For this reason, Pope Saint John Paul II could say, “In that little 

host is the solution to all the problems of the world.”  

 

Just consider for a moment how significant those words are. The 

world has a lot of problems - war, famine, poverty, indifference - just to 

name a few. How can Pope Saint John Paul II claim that all these problems 

could be solved by the Eucharist? 

 

Because Jesus Christ is present in the Eucharist. He is the solution to 

all the world’s problems. When we encounter Him and welcome Him into 

our hearts, we are transformed. The hate in our hearts is replaced with 

love. The despair in our souls is replaced with hope. And the doubts that 

plague our minds are replaced with faith. When people are transformed by 

Jesus, they no longer resort to violence. Instead, they share what they have 

with the needy. In the process, our world is made new. If everyone knew 

Jesus, and began to act like Him, then so many of the world's problems 

would be alleviated.  

 

Today’s gospel tells the story of a man who is transformed by his 

encounter with Jesus Christ. 
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Along with telling us that he is a wealthy tax collector, Saint Luke tells 

us that Zacchaeus is “short in stature”. But we could also say that he is 

short in a lot of other ways besides. As a tax collector, he would have been 

despised by the people of Jericho. There was no one who people in Jesus’ 

day hated more than a tax collector. So, he would have been small in the 

eyes of his neighbors. What a lonely feeling that must have been for him.  

 

Besides being excluded from friendship with others, he would have 

been excluded from worship in the Temple and synagogue. As a public 

sinner, he would not have been welcome. That inability to join in the 

worship of God must have been a heavy burden on his conscience. So along 

with the burden of loneliness, he would have been carrying a lot of shame 

and guilt. 

 

Zacchaeus must also have been short on meaning and purpose in his 

life. Saint Luke tells us that he was the chief tax collector, meaning that he 

had status and power. Also, he was very wealthy so that he could buy 

whatever he wanted. But it seems as though all this was not able to satisfy 

him. Something was still missing.  

 

So, he runs out to meet Jesus. He just wants to see him and so, with 

a childlike heart, he climbs a tree. And what does he discover? Jesus 

already knows him. Not only that, Jesus wants to be his friend and share a 

meal with him - something that no other righteous person would ever dare 

to do.  
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What happens next is critical. Zacchaeus responds to Jesus’ love with 

a generous change of heart. He promises to give half his possessions to the 

poor and to pay back four-fold anyone he’s cheated. Zacchaeus experiences 

Jesus’ great love and responds by showing great love to others in return. 

 

We don’t have to go to Jericho to meet Jesus. We don’t have to climb 

a sycamore tree to see Him. He is with us here, in this assembly of the 

baptized. His Spirit of Love is hovering over us and flowing through us. 

Jesus Christ calls to us, and tells us that He is coming to eat with us. We 

are known by Him, and loved by Him. We will encounter His love in a 

marvelous way in the Eucharist. In that little white host, the Risen Jesus 

gives Himself totally to us.  

 

If we are feeling short of stature because of our sins or because 

people have hurt us, the love of Jesus can lift us up. If we are carrying a 

heavy burden of guilt and shame, the love of Jesus can give us forgiveness 

and peace. If our hearts are overwhelmed with bitterness, despair, and 

doubt, then the love of Jesus can fill us with faith, hope, and love. It is all 

there for us in that little white host which we will receive.  

 

If that love of Jesus is going to truly transform us, then we must 

respond just as Zacchaeus did. We must take the love we have received 

from Him and share it with others. We must make amends for the harm we 

have caused. We must be generous with others as God has been generous 

with us. We must be merciful and forgiving to others, just as Jesus has 

been to us.  
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It is true - the solution to all the world’s problems can be found in the 

little white host which will be offered for us today because the love of God is 

there. It is that love which the world so desperately needs and, at the same 

time, is so frantically fleeing from. If you have not yet encountered the love 

of Jesus in your life, welcome Him into your heart today. Don’t let anyone 

convince you that you are not worthy of His love. And if you have already 

been touched by Jesus’ love for you, respond generously by sharing that 

love with someone else. 

 

 Today, we have with us members of our cluster and beyond who are 

here to honor their loved ones who died during the pandemic (March 15 –

April 11, 2021). They, because of the restrictions placed upon us were 

unable to have a funeral service with more than 10-15 people, if at all. So, 

we honor their lives and gather with their families to celebrate their lives 

with a social gathering after all the masses this weekend. You are all invited 

to come for at least a few minutes to meet and greet the family members 

present. 


