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When the religious leaders brought Jesus to Pontius Pilate, he did not 

want to condemn Him to death. He could clearly see that Jesus was an 

innocent man. Besides, Pilate did not want to get himself mixed up in what 

he understood to be a squabble over religion.  

What made Pilate change his mind? It was when the religious leaders 

told Pilate that Jesus claimed to be the Messiah. Because of that, He would 

re-establish the throne of David, whom we hear about in today’s first 

reading. So, when Pilate tries to release Jesus, they say, “If you release 

him, you are not a friend of Caesar. Everyone who makes himself a king 

opposes Caesar.” (Jn 19:12). According to them, Jesus’ claim to be the 

Messiah meant that He was a King who was a threat to Roman rule.  

 

This explains all the torture that Jesus experienced on that first Good 

Friday. After He was whipped by the Roman soldiers, they put a crown of 

thorns on His head. If He was a king, then He should have a crown. The 

soldiers then pretended to show Him respect by getting down on their 

knees, only to get up again and strike Him. They put a purple cloak on Him, 

and cried out, “All hail, the king of the Jews”, as He carried His cross to 

Calvary. As today’s gospel tells us, they even put an inscription over the 

cross reading, “This is the King of the Jews,” to insult Him even further. All 

this humiliation was done because of Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah. And it 

was Rome’s way of warning the people that they would do the same to 

anyone else who might claim to be the king of the Jews.  

 

St Luke tells us that it was not only the Roman soldiers who mocked 

Jesus, but also the people who were there witnessing His crucifixion. They 

laughed at Him and told Him to save Himself if He was truly the king of the 

Jews. Most people looking at that scene would never have believed that a 
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naked man nailed to a cross could be king. He looked too weak and 

powerless.  

 

St Luke goes on to tell us that there was at least one person there 

who recognized Jesus to be a King. It was the thief who was crucified beside 

Him. The Bible doesn’t tell us much about this man. But we do know that, if 

he was being crucified, he must have been a hardened criminal. Though he 

is suffering greatly, he doesn’t join in with the other criminal in mocking 

Jesus. Like Pilate, he recognizes that Jesus is innocent. But, unlike Pilate, he 

also acknowledges that Jesus is who He says He is - The King of the Jews. 

And so, he says, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  

 

This is truly incredible. It is hard for us to realize just how remarkable 

this is because we look at Jesus on the cross and know that He will rise 

from the dead and ascend into Heaven. But this criminal did not know that. 

He had no idea that Jesus would rise from the dead. Yet, he was able to see 

in the broken body of Jesus his Savior and his Lord. He was able to see 

Jesus as his King. And because of his faith, Jesus promised him salvation - 

“Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”  

 

Today, we celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of 

the Universe. He is the glorious Lord who defeated sin and death on the 

cross. He is risen and sits at God’s right hand. From there, He rules over 

Heaven and Earth. St Paul, in today’s second reading, speaks about how 

Jesus “delivered us from the power of darkness.” Because of His victory, 

Jesus invites us who believe to inherit the Kingdom He won for us. He wants 

to open for us the gates of Paradise, as He did for the good thief who 

confessed Him to be King.  
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Jesus is not a king like the rulers of this earth. Political leaders use 

power to impose control over their subjects. Jesus, however, wants to rule 

over us with love. Earthly rulers try to amass wealth, but Jesus calls His 

followers to be poor. Kings seek out friendships with other powerful people. 

But Jesus calls the meek and humble to follow Him. The rulers of this age 

expect people to serve them. But Jesus tells us that He came to serve, not 

to be served.  

 

Just as the good thief was able to see Jesus as King though His body 

was broken on the cross, we need to be able to find Jesus in His broken 

body on earth, which are the poor and suffering people of the world. When 

we serve them, we serve Jesus our King. 

 

When Pope Francis was elected Pope, a reporter asked him what his 

vision for the Church was. He replied, “How I would like a church that is 

poor and for the poor.” This is because Pope Francis understands clearly 

that, for the church to change the world, we have to be more like Jesus 

crucified.  

 

We can sometimes wish that the Church were more powerful. Then 

we imagine that it would be able to do so much more good for the world. 

It’s true the world needs the Church to stand up for the most vulnerable 

members of our society, particularly the unborn, the poor, and the sick. But 

it is not through political power or earthly rulers that Jesus wants to change 

the world. Rather, it is by simple people like you and me, doing good for the 

people around us. That is the way of Christ our King. That is the way of the 

cross.  
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There are many people today who say, “If Jesus really is God, why 

doesn’t He show Himself to everyone?” Others might say, “If Jesus really 

founded the Catholic Church, why is it so full of scandal?” We might even 

ask those questions ourselves. When we do, we are like the people who 

challenged Jesus to prove that He was the King of the Jews by coming down 

from the cross.  We are judging by the world’s standard of power.  Jesus 

Christ our King judges by a different standard - He made Himself weak and 

powerless so that He could serve the weak and powerless. If we are to be 

His Church, then we have to do the same.  


