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The manger scene is one of the many beautiful traditions Catholics have around the 

Christmas season. In the weeks leading up to Christmas, many of us have one on display 

in our homes whether on a mantle or under our Christmas tree. By tradition, we set up the 

stable and put the statues of animals, of Mary, of Joseph, and of the Magi. No matter how 

early we set up the creche, we always leave the manger itself empty as a symbol of our 

hopeful expectation for the birth of Jesus. It is not until Christmas Day itself that we lay the 

statue of the Baby Jesus in the manger.  

 

There is a powerful symbolic meaning behind this ancient gesture. It points to our longing 

for salvation, for someone to come and take away all the causes of our suffering that the 

prophet Isaiah speaks about - war, oppression, violence, and injustice. It points to how 

empty our world becomes when we don’t make a place for Jesus. And it points to how 

empty our hearts are because we desire something more than this world can offer us.  

 

On this Christmas Day, many of us may still be experiencing some emptiness in our hearts 

and in our homes. Some of us are mourning the loss of a loved one this year and 

Christmas Day only makes that loss more real and painful. Some of us are mourning a 

broken relationship or experiencing strains in our families that makes getting together with 

loved ones stressful and sad.  

 

Some of us simply have not found our way in life yet. Happiness and success still seem so 

elusive to us. We just might not be in the mood to celebrate.  

 

We celebrate a Mass at night on Christmas because of an ancient tradition that says that 

Jesus was born at midnight. It was precisely at the darkest hour of the night that He came 

into our world. He also chose to be born in the poorest section of Bethlehem among 

animals. And He was born in a country that was under the domination of a foreign power. 

Why? To bring light, to bring peace, and to bring hope.  

 

You might be in the darkest hour of your life. Hope and happiness might seem impossible 

for you. You might not be able to see any way forward for you. Then take courage. It was 

precisely for you that Jesus was born. He fits perfectly into the emptiness in your heart, the 

emptiness in your home, the emptiness in your life. Make a place for Him in the manger of 
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your soul, and He will gladly be born to fill it with light, peace, and joy.  

 

None of us likes to see an empty space. It is tempting to want to fill it with something. And 

we are impatient. We don’t want to wait to fill that space up. Rather, we want to put 

something there now.  

 

This Christmas Day is an important time to ask ourselves how we may have been filling up 

the empty space in the manger of our hearts with something other than Jesus. There is a 

reason that Jesus was born in a stable - because there was no room for Him anywhere else 

in Bethlehem. And the same is true today. There are many homes, many hearts, and even 

many countries where there is no room for Jesus, where He is not welcome. If we are not 

welcoming Jesus into that empty space, then we have certainly put something else there. 

Something that is less than Jesus. Something that can never take His place.  

 

The way for us to discover what that “something else” might be is by answering a simple 

question, “I would finally be happy if only I had (blank).” How would you fill in that blank? 

Would it be money? Would it be if someone you love loved you back? Would it be power 

and status? Would it be more pleasure and comfort? Whatever it may be, chances are it is 

what you and I are putting in the place of Jesus. And chances are that it is not cutting it.  

 

Father Joseph Scolaro tells the story of a Christmas he spent with his family. Before dinner, 

one of his nieces said to him, “Uncle Joe, you have to see something.” So, she took out her 

phone, and showed him a scene from a Charlie Brown Christmas. If you have never seen 

the movie, it is about a group of young people who are celebrating Christmas by putting on 

a play. Charlie Brown is the director and during a rehearsal cries out in frustration, “Is 

there anyone who can tell me what Christmas is about?” 

 

One of the young people, a character called “Linus”, walks to the middle of the stage and 

recites the account of Jesus’ birth from the gospel of St Luke. Linus has a security blanket 

that he always carries with him. When he gets to the part where the angels say to the 

shepherds, “Fear not”, Linus drops his security blanket. It was precisely that moment that 

his niece wanted to show him. Linus could let go of his security blanket because Jesus’ 

birth gives him true security.  
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Are we holding on to something so tightly that it is keeping us from opening our arms and 

embracing the Christ child? Today is the day to let go of it - or at least to loosen our grip 

on it - so that we can find true security in Jesus Christ.  

 

Jesus was born two thousand years ago, but there is still so much emptiness and pain in 

our world. He Himself told us that we would always have the poor with us, that there would 

be wars, and persecution throughout history. He was born into this beautiful world with all 

its suffering so that He could be with us through it all. Putting Christ into that empty space 

in our mangers doesn’t magically make everything better. But it does assure us that we are 

not alone. It does assure us that we are loved. And it does give us hope that everything 

will turn out well in the end. Jesus’ presence here is as real and as powerful as it was on 

the day He was born. He made His home among us so that He could bring us to His eternal 

home in heaven.  

 

May the birth of Jesus fill every empty space in our hearts, in our homes, and in our world, 

bringing the light of hope that no darkness can ever extinguish. 


