
1 | P a g e  
 

THE EXAMPLE OF JOSEPH 
Nativity of the Lord – Christmas Vigil, December 24, 2022 

Deacon Robb Pailthorpe 
 

 In addition to being a photojournalist during my 20-years in the 

Navy, I also specialized in public relations.  A big part of those duties 

involved arranging public appearances for senior Navy officers which 

also included writing their speeches.  I’d work in concert with our 

Protocol Officer for guest lists, menus, table arrangements and a 

hundred other details to be sure the Navy put its best foot forward.  It 

was work that I really enjoyed doing and it was tasks always performed 

behind the scenes… which is just where I like to be.  One commodore I 

worked for, John Keilty, was a wonderful leader and as I edited drafts of 

his speeches, he would always finish with a list of people to thank -- 

that list tended to also include me… and, each and every time I would 

delete my name from the final version of his speech.  As I said, I like to 

be in the shadows.  Commodore Keilty, of course, would catch my 

deletion but after his speech was over.  That was, until his final speech 

with me before his retirement… as he got to the end, he caught that my 
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name was missing yet again.  He paused and I thought, “Oh no” he’s 

caught me… and he did.  After calling me, well, ordering me to stand 

next to him, he explained to the large crowd of Oklahoma business and 

military leaders what I had been doing for the past year.  It was hard for 

this behind-the-scenes guy to be upfront… my cheeks were flush with 

embarrassment… but Commodore Keilty wanted his chance to say, 

“thank you” at least once.  

 When I think of that luncheon and the way that I like to operate, I 

also think of St. Joseph.  I think he’s the world’s number one behind-

the-scenes guy, a model of humility.  Joseph never interacted with an 

angel the way Mary did… eye to eye, fully awake and conversing.  He 

never saw a burning bush as Moses did, nor did he hear the booming 

voice of God as did John the Baptist at the Jordan River.  Instead, God 

spoke to Joseph while he was sleeping… while he was quiet and 

passive, his mind turned off to the burdens and anxiety of the day.  

Joseph not only heard the angels in the gospel St. Matthew gives us 

today, but on three other occasions as well… In the second, he is 
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warned to leave Bethlehem and flee to Egypt.  While in Egypt, he has a 

third dream where he learns that it is safe to return to Israel.  Finally, he 

dreams a fourth dream: he is again warned of danger and travels to 

Galilee instead of back to Judea.   

 There is so little we know of St. Joseph… we know he was afraid 

for the angel tells him “do not be afraid.”  We know that he was a 

decedent of King David… the long version of our Gospel diagrams Jesus’ 

family tree.  We know he lived in the town of Nazareth (Luke 2:4).  We 

know he was a righteous and compassionate man (Matthew 1:18-19).  

He was a skilled craftsman… a carpenter (Matthew 13:55).  And, that’s 

about it… the rest is tradition, legend and educated deduction.   

 Again, I see Joseph as the behind-the-scenes guy.  Although not 

specific in scripture, I think we’re safe in assuming that Joseph loved 

Mary and Jesus.  He protected Mary on the way to Bethlehem, and 

protected his new family as they fled for safety in Egypt.  He would 

need to set-up a new home there, would need to find a job that would 

provide for his wife and, technically, his adopted son.  When it was 
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safe, following the death of Herod, Joseph guided his family back to his 

home to start over yet again.  Joseph would have instructed Jesus in the 

ways of the temple and about his Jewish faith.  The two probably spent 

countless hours in a workshop and at job sites learning and applying the 

carpentry craft.  Joseph was the quiet, supportive, loving husband and 

father I’m sure, who was always watching Jesus, waiting for him to 

reveal clues about his divinity… wondering of God’s plan for this young 

boy.  Joseph was – or is -- the foundation of the Holy Family… his faith 

in God, devotion to Mary and Jesus, his quiet support was a blessing 

that gave Jesus the gift to step into the floodlight of his public ministry. 

 Did you know that our cluster, this parish, and all our parishes are 

filled with St. Joseph’s?  Those behind-the-scenes people who keep our 

faith community alive and vibrant?  There are musicians, cantors, 

readers, Eucharistic ministers and servers… those at the Mass.  There 

are those who prepare funeral dinners, teach our children and adults in 

our Catholic faith, those who wash altar linens and decorate our 

churches.  There are those who serve on parish councils, the cluster 
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council or on other committees.  Those who replace light bulbs, touch-

up paint, mow lawns, shovel snow and turn on the heat for us.  Those 

who pay our bills, stuff envelopes and prepare our weekly bulletin… 

and so many, many more… all of these people walk in the very 

footsteps of St. Joseph, quietly, devoutly blessing us with their gifts, 

their time and their talents.  On this special night of all nights, Father 

Craig and I want to say, “We see you and we deeply thank you for all of 

the many, many things that you do for God, our parishes and this faith 

community.” 
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 While we celebrate the birth of the Messiah, the Christ child, 

Emmanuel, as well as the uncorrupted new ark that it Mary, his 

mother, it is equally important that we celebrate the obedience to God, 

the deep love of wife and son, and the security and safety given by the 

earthly father who is St. Joseph.  When we step back into the shadows 

to let someone else shine, when we drop our ego so another receives 

praise, when we give to those who have little, and protect those 

without defense we share in the very essence of St. Joseph, protector 

and provider of the Holy family formed this very night.  Merry 

Christmas! 


