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On this feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. We celebrate Mary, who from her conception, was kept free from sin. 

The word “immaculate” literally means “without stain”. And so, Mary has 

been absolutely pure from the moment of her existence. She never once 

sinned in thought, word, or action. And, even more importantly, she sought 

to do good in whatever she thought, said, or did.  

 

It is important that we recognize and celebrate this great mystery, 

because it speaks also to who Jesus is and what His mission was. God could 

certainly have chosen a sinful woman to be the mother of the Savior and it 

would have made no difference in His plan to save us. But by making Mary 

a pure and sinless mother for Jesus, God was pointing us to the value of the 

child she was carrying. Just as a fine winemaker chooses a beautiful bottle 

to hold his wine, so God chose a pure vessel to bear His Son, the Savior of 

the World.  

 

If we left it at that, however, we wouldn’t be telling the whole story. 

Mary was not simply a passive person to hold Jesus until He was born. No. 

She was an active participant in His life and ministry. When He was being 

pursued by Herod shortly after His birth, Mary went with Jesus into hiding in 

Egypt. She was by His side every day as He grew - feeding, bathing, and 

teaching Him. When He walked through Galilee proclaiming the good news, 

she was there many times to serve Him and His disciples. And when He was 

nailed to the cross, she was there as well, sharing in His suffering.  

 

Now that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead, she is there in Heaven 

with Him, praying for us here below as we struggle to live out our faith as 

disciples of her son.  
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This great gift that God gave Mary, to preserve her from sin, speaks 

to us of Jesus, the sinless Son of God. And it also speaks to her role as a 

participant with Him in the work of our salvation.  

 

This feast is not just about Mary. It is not just about Jesus. It is also 

about us. The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary teaches us 

what God’s intention is for all of us. Though we are sinners, He wants us to 

be purified of our sins and to live with joy as disciples of Jesus Christ.  

 

The Marian feasts - the Immaculate Conception, the Assumption, the 

Annunciation - all celebrate not what Mary accomplished, but what God 

accomplished through Jesus. Mary, as the first disciple of Jesus, is the first 

to receive the benefits of Jesus' saving work. She is the first to taste the 

victory over sin by being herself exempted from its stain at her conception. 

She is the first to celebrate the resurrection of the body through her 

assumption into heaven. 

 

What she has received is also what God holds in store for us. Like 

Mary, he wants to restore us to the sinless, pure creatures he intended us 

to be. We, like Mary, will one day know victory over sin when all the scars 

of our sinfulness will be healed. Like Mary, we will know God's victory over 

death when our bodies are raised on the last day. 

 

St Paul tells us as much in today's second reading from the letter to 

the Ephesians: God has chosen us in Christ from the foundation of the world 

to be holy and without blemish before him. For our part, we must strive 

everyday with God's grace to make our lives mirror the goodness he has 

restored in us through faith. 


