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In today’s gospel, Jesus calls the first apostles to join Him in His mission to become 

“fishers of men.” When Jesus walked the earth, He gave a personal invitation to people to 

follow Him. Now that He is risen from the dead, He continues to call men and women to 

spread the good news of the Kingdom of Heaven. There are many different ways that 

people receive that call today. Some people have visions or dreams of Jesus or Mary 

inviting them to some kind of special mission. In other cases, people are personally invited 

to participate in spreading the good news when a deacon or priest asks them to teach 

catechism or serve as a lector. Other times, people experience a stirring in their heart 

creating a desire to serve God in some special way.  

 

But the most common way that we can understand what God is calling us to is by 

looking at our own desires. God created each of us to play some role in His plan of 

salvation. So, it is natural that He would have planted in our hearts a desire to follow His 

plan. Our inner yearnings point us to what God has planned for us.  

 

Take the example of the apostles whom Jesus calls in today’s gospel. Fishing was a 

way of life for them. In the case of James and John, it was the family business. Even 

though it was hard work, it was in their blood and they probably took pride in being able to 

provide a living for their families and food for the surrounding towns. It takes a lot of 

courage to get into a small boat and brave the sea to haul in fish. Fishermen are also good 

storytellers who enjoy talking about all the strange things they have seen on the high seas. 

When Jesus tells Peter, Andrew, James, and John, that they will be “fishers of men”, He is 

saying that He will draw on all the gifts and talents they have as fishermen to bring in a 

great catch for the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus played on the desires of their hearts to lead 

them to the role they would have as apostles of the Church. 

 

Another example of how God uses our desires to show us what His plan for us is 

would be in the vocation to marriage. Marriage is one of the great vocations of the 

Christian life. Through this sacrament, God reveals the beauty and power of His love for us. 

In Marriage, a man and woman cooperate with God in creating new life, through the 

attraction that men and women naturally have for each other. Sometimes a man and a 

woman immediately hit it off at first sight. Their attraction for each other is so strong that 

they know right away that they were meant for each other. In many cases, however, that 

attraction develops over a period of time. But it all begins with a desire that a man has for 
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a woman and a woman has for a man. In that desire, God reveals to them that they are 

called to love each other for a lifetime in the vocation of marriage.  

 

If you are still wondering what it is that God is calling you to, a good first step 

would be to spend some time silently in prayer looking into your heart. What is your 

deepest desire? What seems most attractive to you? By listening closely to that inner voice 

and asking for the Holy Spirit’s guidance, it will become clear to you in time.  

 

It is also important for us to get guidance from people we trust who are 

knowledgeable about the spiritual life. Because we are broken people, we can misread our 

desires or be misled. Sometimes, we may want something that isn’t realistic or that would 

not work out. That is why it is important for us to include other people in our decision 

making. They might have insights into our personality that will help us in our search. They 

might also know of some options we hadn’t considered. Even when it seems clear to us 

what God wants of us, we need others to help us grow in the gifts we’ll need to carry out 

His plan for us.  

 

We must also be aware that God’s plan will include some sacrifice. We will have to 

leave something behind to follow Jesus. In today’s gospel, Peter and Andrew had to leave 

behind their nets, and James and John had to leave behind their father, Zebedee. Married 

couples have to leave behind their families. Religious and priests have to forgo the 

possibility of marriage. At the very least, those who serve the Lord will have to sacrifice 

some of their time. But it is always for the sake of something greater.  

 

So, a test of whether God is calling us to a certain vocation or ministry is whether 

we are willing to make sacrifices for it to happen. Sacrifice is the measure of love. The 

more we are willing to sacrifice, the greater the love in our heart is. But whatever God may 

be calling us to, it will require love.  

 

God has a plan for each of us. He wants each of us to follow His Son, to learn from 

Him, and so serve our brothers and sisters. There is a work that only I can do and that only 

you can do. We discover it by asking the Holy Spirit to illuminate our hearts and reveal to 

us our deepest desires. In the end, however, it comes down to whether we are willing to 
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say “yes” to Jesus or not. We are free to say “no”, but our hearts will continue to feel that 

call. If we say “yes”, then we will go places and do things that we would never imagine 

could be possible for us. Say “yes” and join Jesus in this great adventure that leads to joy 

and eternal life.  


