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All of us want to be heard. We want to be listened to and to have others take what 

we have to say seriously. We want others not only to hear what we are saying but to 

understand it – in order to understand us.  

 

The same is true of God. Though He does not need our love and attention, He wants 

to speak to us and He wants us to hear Him. He wants us to take what He has to say 

seriously. Not only does He want to be heard but He wants to be understood. Above all, He 

wants us to know that He loves us. Even though - as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - God has 

all the love that it is possible to have, He desires friendship with us because of His infinite 

goodness. So, he speaks to us.  

 

We first hear about God’s Word at the beginning of the Bible in the book of Genesis. 

At the dawn of creation, God says, “Let there be light”. The world comes into being through 

God’s word. God’s word is different from any word we can speak as human beings. His 

word has creative power. Whatever God speaks comes into being.  

 

Creation, therefore, is the first way that God revealed Himself. We see in nature a 

glimpse of God’s glory and power. His love comes through in the many different types of 

food He provides for all living things. He nurtures us through the sun and sends rain to 

make the ground fertile for all types of plants to grow. In the design of our bodies, we also 

learn something about God. We learn that He made us for love. We discover that we can 

cooperate with Him in bringing new life into the world. Through creation, we see the face of 

God revealed.  

 

There is another way that God speaks to us - through His Son, Jesus Christ. It is His 

birth that we have been celebrating during this Christmas Season. Though He was born two 

thousand years ago, He already existed from all eternity and was present at the creation of 

the world. The Son is fully God, along with the Father and the Holy Spirit. It was this 

eternal Son of God who became flesh in Jesus Christ.  

 

It was not enough for God merely to create the universe. He wanted to be known 

and loved by the people He created. He wanted to be in a relationship with them. Even 

though they rejected Him, He continued to show mercy and to call out to them to return to 
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Him. For this reason, He sent many prophets such as Isaiah whom we hear about in 

today’s first reading. The prophets brought His word to the people - a word of hope, of 

healing and of peace. Through the prophets, God gave the promise of salvation, the 

promise that He would heal us of our sin, reconcile us to Him and help us to live in peace.  

 

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord. The word “epiphany” 

means “revelation” or “manifestation”. Jesus is revealed as the Savior not only of the 

Jewish people but of all people.  In the baby born in Bethlehem, all God’s promises are 

fulfilled - not only those made in the Old Testament but also the desire of every human 

heart for friendship with God. The star which the Magi follow first to Jerusalem and then to 

Bethlehem represents how the heavens reveal along with the Scripture that God not only 

created us but wants to reveal Himself to us so that we can have friendship with Him.  

 

God’s love for us becomes visible. Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God made man, 

is the full resonance of the word God spoke at creation which was imprinted on the stars 

and echoed through the Scriptures. We rejoice because we are finally able to see and hear 

God through the child born for us on Christmas Day and revealed to all the world.   

 

Like all of us, God wants to be heard. Jesus Christ is the Word God speaks to us of 

His great love for us. Will we listen? Will we welcome Him? Will we enter into a relationship 

with Him? 

 

God has revealed His love to us. We don’t have to go too far off to find Him. In 

Jesus Christ, He dwells among us. It all comes together in the baby born in Bethlehem who 

promised to remain with us until the end of days. This is the true joy of this Christmas 

season - that our heart’s desire, true intimacy with God, is a reality when we embrace the 

offer of love God makes to us in the person of Jesus Christ, the Eternal Word of God.  

 

The word “Bethlehem” means “House of Bread”. Jesus, who took on our human 

flesh and blood, now offers that flesh and blood to us in Holy Communion. In a real way, 

the mystery of Christmas is renewed at every Mass. The Son of God breaks into our world 

by changing bread and wine into His Body and Blood and offering it to us. Why? Because 

He wants to reveal Himself to us and make His home with us. It happened in Bethlehem 
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two thousand years ago. It happens every day in every Catholic Church throughout the 

world. Like the Magi, let us seek Jesus out by coming to Mass to hear His word and receive 

His Body and Blood. Then, we will have the star of His faithful, unconditional love to guide 

us throughout our journey in this life and to lead us to our eternal homeland in Heaven.  


